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" my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began
WIIHESSES Yo do and to teach unhil the day he was taken up to heaven,
iz f+f 510 atter qiving instructions through the Holy Spirik Yo the apostles he
had chosen. Mter his Gu(’('&YiV\ﬂ, he presented himsele Yo them and
J gAve mARy convineing prooks that he was dlive. He appedred to

them over A period ok korky days and spoke About the kingdom of

God. 0n one vceAsion, while he was MHM with them, he give Yhem
this command: "Do mot leave Jevusalem, but wak for the gtk my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John
baghized with water, but W a kew days you will be baphized with
the Holy spint" Then they gathered Around hm and asked him,
"Lord, Are you At this fime going to restore the kingdom to

The book of Acts
contains the origin
story of the
church It provides a
Foundation for the

churchs@usmmy. lotel?" Ho 5id Yo them: it i not or you to Fnow the times or
purpose, and is an dates the Father has set by his own authority. ut you will
example For how fo  ypeiy, power when the Holy Spint comes on you; and you will be my
live out the mission wikhesses 1 derusalem, and n all Juden and Samana, and to the

Jesus gave us. \' ends of the earth! Ktker he sad this, he was Yaken up before
their very eyes, and A cloud hid him rom their 4iﬂH’. They were
Iool‘ihﬂ nrently up who the sky as he was go'mg, when suddenly +two
"The mysteriovs 7‘ men drossed in white stood beside them. "Men of Galiloe," they
presence of Jesus sMd, "why do you stand here |oo|<inﬂ o the sky? This same Jesus,
havnts the whole who has been faken Grom you into heaven, will come back i the

sy, e s : sAme WAy you have seen him g0 nto heaven™ Kkeks K-l
annoonced as King and

Lord, not as an
increasingly distant
memory but as a living
and powerfol reality, a
person who can be
known and loved,
obeyed and followed, a
person who continves
to act within the real
world." -N.T. Wright

V4 “He WAS TAKEN up BeFore
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Vil Nesus, who has been taken rom you nto heaven”

"ln the Bible, heaven is not a location within oor
own vniverse of space, time and matter. Heaven
and earth are the two halves of God's created

reality. Heaven is God's dimension, and earth is
ours." -NT Wright

The Ascension reveals God's greaJref;’r gamble. i

Vi "Then they gathered around hm and asked him, ‘Lord, Are you At this tume ‘i’ﬁ
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going Yo restore the Iﬁingdom Yo 1srael?” ‘
\“
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V8 "But you will reosive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; And you will be
My Withesse5 I Jerusdlew, and 1 all Juded and Samana, and to the ends ot the
earth”

kets 155-54

"55 But Stephen, Gll of the Holy spint,
looked up 4o heaven and saw the glory of
God, and lesus el’ﬂnding at the riﬂh{' hand ot
God. 54 "Look" he sad, " see heaven open
and the son of Man 6“\7\0“'\6 at the righ{'

h ¢ God." :

and ot God 5@ 6
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"51 While they were stoning him, Stephen
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive wy spint 4o
Then he &l on his knees and cned out,
"Lord, do not hold this sin Aganst Fhom "




