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David Goodwin

Ste Phen the Mar+yr'

“Sociologists and anthropologists have analyzed and
compared the various ways that cultures train its
members for grief, pain, and loss. And when this
comparison is done, it is often noted that our own
contemporary secular, Western culture is one of the
weakest and worst in history at doing so” -Tim Keller
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Only in Christianity do people follow a God who
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As Christiavxs, subjects himself to the painful injustices of this
how do we deal world, and uses suffering as the vehicle for our
] redemption and salvation.
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s\SYU_ \FV‘IVlg that i Now Stephen, A man bl of God's grce and power, perbormed great
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Bk R v - wonders And signs Awong the people. Opposition Arose, however, trom
- .[\&\ # ﬁ V‘IV\Q e JV[ fv members of the Synagogue ok the Freedwen (a5 Wt was ealled)—Jews of
5 6 \ ‘/ [ 4 Oyrene and Mexandria as well as the provinees of Gilieia and sia—who
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ﬁ —T T began Yo arque with Stephen. But they could not stand up against the
‘ wisdom the Spirtt gave him s he spoke. Then they secretly persunded
some weh Yo sy "We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words
ﬂgninsl' Moses and ﬂgﬂins{' God" So they shirred up the people and
the elders and the feachers of the law. They seiz-ed Stephen and
brought him before the Sanhedrin They prodused flse witnesses, who
teshibied, "This Lellow never stops spedking against this holy place and
aqaimst the law!
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"When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious

and grashed their teeth at him But Stephen, Gll of the Holy spint,
looked up Yo hedven and saw the glory of God, And Jesus sl'nMing at

The law was never fully obeyed Fhe vight bind of God ook, he a#id, " 50 heAven open and the Son
it ok Man standing at the right hand of God" At this they covered
The temple can never contain God thelr ears and, 1&llin5 At the top of their volses, they all rushed at

him, dragaed him out ok the eity and began to stone him. Meanwhile,

s |/ AR B U g{é the witnesses aid their conts at the feet of a {oung man nAmed
g Hard-hearted people miss and 3 Sl While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus,
. persecute God’s messengers yl reoeve wy spirit Then he fell on his knees and eried out, "Lord, do
j ¢ : e 3(7 not hold this sin against them” When he had said this, he kel asleep”
i3 ! p ”» "nd saul dpproved of their Kiling him On Hhat day A great
Jesus is the Righteous One who T perseution broke out against the church n Jerusalem, and all exoept

fulfills God's mission 'gl\f; ough |SKG€I S8 the apostles were soattered Fhroughout Juded and SAmaria."
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Although he . will not. live to see it. Stephen's faithfuness wila%
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People in /

WHAT ABOUT GUR PAIN, HURTS, AND SUFFERINGS?
& PULL FROM THE RIGHT WELL

% NO MAGIC FERMULA

28 THERE IS SPACE FOR YOUR PAIN

28 TRUST GOD'S HEART AND REDEMPTION

% YOU ARE NOT ALONE




